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PRE F A CE. 


*HE ſubject, of the follow- 

ing curſory Remarks, fell 
into my Hands, three weeks 
ago only; which, I truſt, will be 
a bent Apology to the 
Public tor my not having, ſoo- 
ner, undertaken theſe Com- 
ments upon a Work, which 
has, now been Publithed 0 


many Nears. 


5 
41 * 
0 7 
8 
* 4 
3 WY 
: 6 
3 
P 
2 * 
— : 
* 0 
4 
, 5 
738. 
WS 
* 
N 
0 
I 
4 
: 4 
8 
At. 
: 4] 
' ous 
— 
. 
K. 
5 
A 
. m 
i 
4 . 
, 4 
J. 
+ or 
* 
* "IN 
8. * 
1 
WE 
E * 
* * 
8 
f 
2 
A 
* 
l 


ah a 2 . 


(iv) 


The ge ” literary een 
tion, and known Induſtr * 
the Reſearches of N 
which have, pre-eminently, diſ- 
tinguiſhed this noble Author, 
had, I confeſs, long rouſed my 
Attention, and, naturally, cre- 
ated a ſtrong deſire of peru- 
fins a Work, the Title of which 
promiſed ſuch a Treat of in- 
tereſting Information, as well 
As Nen to the Reader. 
J, therefore, ſat my ſelf down, 
with an uncommon Avidity, 
and Anxiety, to Partake of 
this Hiſtoric Banquet. At 
length my Appetite has been 
Meats, but, forry I am to add, 
114 | that 
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(iy 
that my Palate has been much 
diſguſted: - or, in other 
Words, my curioſity has been 
gratiied ; but my expectati- 
ons have been, ſadly, diſap- 


pointed-—Parturiunt ! 11 ontes. 


My farprize may well be 


imagined, when, on peruſal of 


TY extraordinary Production, 
in lieu of ſound argumentative 


truths, well une and ſup- 
Ported by Hiſtorical authori- 
ties, I diſcovered mere ſpecu- 


lative opinions, incompatible 
with, almoſt, every Idea of pro- 


bability, brought forward, with 


infinite art, to puzzle a cauſe, 
1 which 


0 vi) 
which was, ſufficiently, per- 
plexed before: mere ſophiſti- 
cal caſuiſtry delivered, with a 


degree of preſumption ſcarce 
to be parralleled in the an- 


nals of Hiſtory: Flaſhes of falſe 


fire, calculated to dazzle, with- 
out, in the leaſt, affording any 
clear, or ſteady light - the 
Mind's Eye. In ſhare. One of 
thoſe luminous appearances, 
which irradiate, in the Lwink- 
ling of a while only, the He- 
mitahere of vain Learning ; 


and, like an Ignis fatuus, a 
Draco volans, a Capra Saltans, 


or any other Meteor, Play up- 
on the Fancy, exhibiting ma- 


ny 
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( vii ) . 
ny ſingular, and phantaſtical 
Forms, tending to lead aſtray, 
and not to guide, or direct the 
wandering, and benighted 1 ra- 
veller. 


; So ill qualified, does this 
Gentleman appear, for the 
Province He hath aſſumed, 
that it is ſcarce a Queſtion, 
Whether, if the Perſonages, 
he has repreſented in ſuch 


falſe, though glaring, Colours, 


could be recalled to Life, The y 


would be able to recognize a 
ſingle Traitor Featureof them- 
telves : His Hero he has fo de- 
corated with virtues, and ac- 

compliſhments 


(viii) 
compliſuraents not his on. 
that it would be, almoſt, im- 
poli ble for him to know him- 
{If in his novel Garb : and, 
Jam very much diſpoſed to. 
think, that theſe new Habili- 
ments would {it, to aukwardly, 
upon him, that he would be 
more aſhamed, than pleaſed, 
with ſuch borrow d trappings. - 


"218 decoration, however, 

were it Confined to this object 
only, might paſs unnoticed, 

and ec: but what 
can be urged in Mr. Walpole's 
defence, or vindication, for the 
very indecorous garments, with 


which 
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( ix ) 


which he hath thought fit to 


Clothe the Majeſty of Edward 


the Fourth's Royal Conſort ? 
or what Excuſe can He offer 
for this wanton,and unprovok- 


ed attack upon the Memory, 


and Character of an unhappy 


Queen, who had been, ſo much 
the ſport of a cruel, and capri- 


cious Fortune, by which ſhe 


was, firſt, ſtript of all Subluna- 

ry Grandeur, on a Sudden, and 
ſoon after Robbed of her only 
remaining, Comfort, her Chil- 
daten;: 


8 Not Satisflied with Reviv- 
ing, and, maliciouſly, recalling 
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| ly, contended tor, her Conſent, 


(x) 
this Picture ot horrour to our 
recollection, Mr. Walpole has 


imputed to her, what, J believe, 
was never, even dreamt before, 


by her moſt inveterate Ene- 
mies, one of the moſt ſhocking, 
as well as unnatural of all ac- 
cuſations, a deliberate deſign 
to * ſacrifice her ſecond Son 
to the Gratification of her Am- 


bition : for, if ſhe had been 
well acquainted with his Ef 


cape out of the Hands of his 


Uncle Richard, which Mr. 


Walpole has, moſt ſtrenuouſ- 


and 


es 


ON 15 vide his Aufwer to Mr. Hume 8 5 
Query, P- 98. 


( xi ) 
and the Aid, {the afforded, to 
Place the Earl of Richmond 
upon the Throne, ſo ſelt-evi- 
dently, in Prejudice to that 
Son, Eſtabliſhes the Inference 


beyond the Power of Contra- 
diction. 


3 
Z 
E 
F< . 
5 
3 = 
43 
wes 
MORT 
Fe 
& 
EX 
0 
by 
I, 
54 
$7 ' 
* 
27 
8 
* 
$. 
4% * 


5 
: 4 : 
x 
7 
I 
CA 
21} 
wg 
+ 
by 
£ 
; * 


It is much to be lamented 
that ſo brilliant a Diſplay of 
Language, and fine Imagery 

# ſhould be waſted upon fo un- 

| worthy an Attempt, as this is, 

of Mr. Walpole. It is not, 

indeed, to be wondered at, 
E that the Judgments of Man- 
5 kind, in general, ſhould be be- 
c wilder d, and loſt 1 in the Ad- ” 

miration 
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miration of ſo ſpecious 4 
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flowery, no leſs than artful a 
Compolition. The more dan- 
gerous, therefore, are ſuch Gifts 
of Nature, ſocultivated, and im- 


proved by an highly finiſhed 


Claſſical Education, when in 


the Poſſeſſion of any Indivi- 


dual, who makes not Truth 


the ſole Object of his Purſuits, 


and who conſiders not Rea- 
ſon, and Juſtice as his Guides, 


and Directors. 


That there is a great Deal 
of ſomething, in this Compo- 
ſition, very likely to Puzzle, 


as 6 well as to miſlead the Un- 
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{ xi, 


derſtanding, by Pre-engaging 


the Paſſions, is, I think WOT 


demonſtrable. 


"The Reader mult Here, as 


Gave: that 1 mean to diſtin- 


guiſh between mental Impreſ- 
ſions, and the Underſtanding. 


----] with not to Incur the 


charge of Subtlety, or too much 
Refinement ; but this, I con- 
ceive, 1s a * Diſtinction com- 


3 Prchenſible 


* The late extraordinary Revolution, 


n 


AS 


' which has been for ſome time paſt, and is 
"MY Exhibiting in France, to the Amaze- 


ene of the whole World, may, 1 think, be 


fairly adduced in proof, aud illuſtration of 
this Diftinction. 


To this Paroxiſm of ths Pfons, nere | 
L not a Trait of ſober reflection, nor the leaſt 


'S * 
4 * * 


eee apparent 


(Et xiv ) 


prehenſible by every, © even, the 
moſt ordinary Capacity. We 
are, none of us, unconſcious, 
at Times, of certain Senſati- 
ons, of the Mind, which do not 


Encounter the Underſtanding; 
certain fecret Impulſes, which 


actuate 


apparent exerciſe of the Tudg ment have, 


-hitherto marked the proceedings of 2 9 80 
National Aſſembly, poſterity will, in all 


probability, ſtand indebted for the Loſs, 

not only, of that reſpectable Character, and 
Weight of Influence, which France hath, 
ever, maintain'd, in the great Scale of Eu- | 
rope, but for the Deprivation, likewiſe, of 
their moſt ſacred Rights, together with all 
_ thoſe Bleſſings, which Reſult from good or- 


der, and a welt regulated Government, nor 
is this Calamity confined to France: All 


Europe | is, at this Moment, threat'ned with 
a ſimilar Cataſtrophe. Should this phrene- 


tick ſpirit, of degrading all Orders, and 
Degrees of Men to a ſtare of Equality, per- 


vade 
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(. 1), 
actuate upon our Feelings, 


| without Reference toour Judg- 
ments; and which, generally, 


are not to be accounted for : 
Nay, 1t 1s notorious that the 


Underſtanding, and thoſe feel- 


ings are, often, at Variance: 
Hence 


vade, d Intect all other ſtates, it requires 


but little Sagacity to foreſee, and to predict 


ſuch a Convulſion, as cannot fail to termi- 
nate in Univerſal Anarchy, and Confuſion, 

What an Exhibition to the intellectual 
Eye of the Contemplative Philoſopher ! Be- 
Bold the Conſtitution of a great imperial 
Government, form'd and eſtabliſhed by 
the concurrent Wiſdom, and Experience of 
Ages, annihilated on a Sudden, at the mo- 


mentary Caprice of a licentious Rabble ! 
Lo! a captive Monarch; inſulted with a 


Mockery of ſtate, and Sovereignty ; held, 


upon his Throne, in durance vile; com- 
ppelled to give his ignominious Fiat, with 
Vut che Liberty of exerciſing his Will, or 


ö | Diſcretion, ö 


\ 
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Fiance We are, frequent! F. 
miſled to Fnte tan perſonal 
Prejudices, either of Love, or 


Hatred, at firſt ſight, which 


our Reaſon, upon a better ac- 


611 


quaintance, afterwards Con- 
demns: and hence it is that 
We, a as often, n or 


2 applaud 


Diſcretion, to every Decree of wanton Ty⸗ 
Tranny, which the moſt extravagant of theſe 
D-mocratiſts may ſuggeſt, and impoſe ! and, 

to compleat this picture of Human teu 
ation, We are told in Strains of Triumph, 


and Exultation. that this is the glorious Fra. 


of the Reftoration of Liberty, to France. 
Ir is, indeed, Liberty with a Vengeance ; 
lach as is, moſt energetically, deſcribed by 
the claſſical Pen of, that elegant Roman 
Hiſtorian, Tacitus. 8 

* Libertas, et ſpecioſa Nomina prætex 
* yatur; : ſed Libertatem Preferunt, ut Im- 
perium evertant; nec Imperii Inimici 


unt, niſi quod mutatus Princeps, Licen- 


S Lan 


(vii) 


app | land Character 8, and Acti- 


ons, on the Credit of ſome fal- 


lacious impreſſions, Whilſt our 


Reafon, and Underſtanding 


would fain Conduct us, alto- 
Fee to a ad different con- 
cluſi 10N: - | 


bk Something 


<7 tiam > Pa et ex Krill Belle? Spem 
*. Premiorum: Oitendir. Liberty, 
* and ſuch ſpecious Names are their Pre- 


* text; but they Prefer Liberty, only, that 


they may ſubvert the Government: nor 
* are they Enemies to power, but to the 
power of the Sovereign; which being 
* changed, affords a Licence to the Mob; 
* and holds forth the flattering Proſpect, 

* reſulting from a Civil War, of Finer, and. 
« Confiſcations,” 
Such is the melancholy Exhibition, now 
in France! a Conſtitution, ſo formed, can 
never be permanent :. for what Security 
can any Man * beyond the preſent Mo- 
ment, 


06 xviii 


Something, like this, may, 
b imputed, — 5 great Proprie- 
ty. to the apparent effect, which 


this performance has produc- 
ed, in the Minds of the Gene- 
rality of Readers: upon which 


account ſolely, I have made it 
; the 


ment, in the Laws of that Country, where 
the power of the Multitude is commenſu- 
rate to its Will ? Intereſt, Ambition, or Fac- 
tion, abetted by fuch lawleſs Power, will 
ne ver be at a loſs to find excuſes for future 
innovations, or for ſome other change of 
Government, as may beſt ſuit with the 
Views of Individuals. The great Barrier of 
Security is demohfhed : the Precedent is 
Eſtabliſhed : for if one total Abrogation of 
their form of Government becomes thus, 
legally, Sandtioned, a hundred. may ſucceed 
upon the ſame Authority. y 
What, Alas! becomes of the Principle, 
laid down by that great Stateſman, and 
E win as 25 K b e Ax - 
| 40 


3. 
1 
. * 


( 11 ) | 
the ſubje& of theſe animad- 
verſions. Whether J haveſuc- 


ceeded ; or not my Readers 
muſt decide--Provoco ad Po- 
pulum. My appeal is made, 
and J am ready to Try the Iſ- 
ſue. J have, only, to add, that 
= 7 


10m of all Political Syſtems, that the Power, 

eohich every Individual has conceded to Go-' 
wernment, in its original Eſtabliſhment, can 
never Revert to the Individual, whilſt that 
Society laſis; but muſt ever Remain in the 
Community: otherwiſe, that there can be no 
Security for ſuch Government, which is repug- 
nant to its firſt Principle? lt is, here, can- 
celled, in the Twinkling of the Eye, for 

Ever: and Mankind are left at the Mercy 

of Caſualties, and Contingencies for the 
Future enjoyment of their Rights, Liberty, 
J rea trient 
l wiſh not to be miſunderſtood; nor yet 
miſinterpreted, as favouring the Idea that 
all Reſiſtance to Government is criminal, 


and 


n f pai 


T Gall have no Cauſe to Bluſh, 
ſhould Judgment be given a- 
gainſt Me. Whatever. my Er- 


rours may be, my intentions 


are honeſt: I am, therefore, 
| ſure to find my Reward in the 
1 approbation of my own Heart. 
1 | tis. 2591, .-- 
7 and uulawful. When the People are injure 
1 ed, when they are oppreſſed, when their 
1 Rights are infringed, their Liberties invad- 
4 ed, and the Conſtitution abuſed, let them 
7 Reſiſt, it is their Intereſt, it is their Duty to 
| Reſtit ; and, having gained their point, 
al they are bound to Guard, as much as poſ- 
7 ſible, againſt ſimilar abuſes,” as well as to 
1 1 | Reſtore the Conſtitution to its firſt Princi- 
bl IS ples. But that there can be no Forfeiture of 
1 the Original Compact is all l contend for; 
* becauſe their Primogenitors, who were the 
. | Original Parties to this Covenant, cannot 
AY 1 be conſulted, and their poſterity, in ail 
Wil | 8 times to come, who are, likewiſe, intereſted 
Wil | therein, will have a like Claim to their 
i | | Right! of Aſlent, or Difapprobation- — 44S 
Wl 
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Farr AND: Canvin REMARKS. | ON: Tl 


Ma. WALPOLs' „Hisronier Dovn rs, 


&c: &c. &cc. 


. HIS Gentleman hath ſtept forth, very” 


much out of the Common Road, in Order 


to whiten, or rather to wipe away,, with the 
Gloſs: of. plauſible: Inſinuations, and ſtil * 
more ſpecious Falliatives, embelliſhed with 


much Harmony of. Style; and: Elegance of 


Compoſition,, many of thoſe numberleſs 
Stainsz, which: have contributed to bläcken 
che Character of King Richard- che Third. 
How far he hath ſueceededin che Profeouti-; 
onof his Deſign, how muell he hath conduc- 
ed to che Juſtification of: his Hero, and. what: 
Degree of Credit he i 18 likely to Gain by the 
Undertaking;. are the schicke of che. fol- 


lowing Scritures;. © 0720 247 TIDE 1 te 
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No Writer, in the Annals of Literature, 
ſeems to be more infected with the Rage for 
outrè Reflections, or more addicted to Scep- 
ticiſm than what Mr. Walpole hath betray- 
ed in the Work under Conſideration, his 
Suggeſtions, throughout, are, for the moſt 
part, neither more probable, nor better au- 
thenticated, nor leſs abſurd, incongruous, 
and inconſiſtent than the Authorities, which 
he has, in general, Condemned ; nor are 
they leſs Free from that Prejudice, which 
he has pointed out, in the Hiſtorians of the 
Reigns of Henry the Seventh and Eighth 
with this Difference, only, that he has trans- 
fered the Obloquy, and Odium from the 
Memory of Richard the Third to Edward 
the Fourth's Queen; to whoſe Miſconduct 
he hath en the Downfal of the Houſe 
of York. 


I ſhall now ley the 4 to follow, 
this Gentleman in the regular Order, 
which he hath adopted, for his Defence of 


Richard, under the Seven following Heads. 
+ 4 , 
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Et. His Het Murder of Edward 
Prince of Wales, Son of Henry the 
Sixth. 

241. His Murder of teur the Sixth. 

3d. The Murder of his Brother the 
Duke of Clarence: 

4th. The Execution of Rivers, Gray, aid 
Vaughan. 

5th. The Execution of Lord Haſtings. 

6th. The Marder of Edward the Fifth, 
and his Brother. | 

7th. The Murder of his own Queen. 
Firſt, however, k beg Leave to quote his 


own following Remark ; That of all the 


Modern Hiſtorians Rapin, and Carte (he 


* only beo who ſeem not to have ſwallowed 


* implicitly all the vulgar Tales, propagated 


by the Lancaftrians, to blacken the Houſe of 


* York) warn us to Read, with Allowance, 
* the yore. e Relations of thoſeTimes.” 


Jam ready to join Iſſac with Mr. Wal- 
pole, taking him at his Word : Co nſequent- 


ly Rapin, not being under any of thoſe 


B 2 Impreſſions, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


et. 44) 
Impreſſions, chargeable pon the. Hiſtori- 


ans, in Henry the eventh, and Eiglith's 


Reigns, i is leaſt likely te bernifled, and the 
moreto.be.depended upon: I think, there- 
Fore, that I cannot produce a better Au- 
thority to juftify my contrary Opinion: 


than Extracts from his own Goſpel. 


Let us, then, hear Rapin's own Words 
upon that Subjedt.—ln his fourth Volume, 


Page 374 be ſays, © ft was the Faſhion for 


© the Writers, in the Reign of Henry the 
Seventh and Eighth, to exaggerate. his 
< (Richard's) Crimes, in order to make their 
Court te the reigning Prince on. the 
„Throne.“ under this Impreſſion it 1s 


very preſumable that Rapin, himſelf, was 


' Particularly Cautious ! in giving Credit to 


| thoſe Accounts; 3 and 41 more Guarded in 
| the Opinions he had formed of his own, 
as well as in the Repreſentations he was a- 

| bout to deli ver down to future Generations. 


With this well warranted Caution, then, 


he tells us, in the ſame 2 11 « That his 


(Richard s) 
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435 


. ARichard 00 1mmeaſarable Ambition put 
him upon ſeveral Actions unworthy of a 


do * Chriſtians and though Ambition (he ſays) 

may be pleaded in Extennation of flight 

W * Piling, yet the Enormity of his Crimes 
* was not excuſeable even by that Paſſion.“ 


Rapin ſtands, unqueſtionably, Entitled to 
every Degree of Credit from his apparent 
Candour in the Hiftory of this Reign; he 
hath, no where, withheld from this Prince 
that Portion of Commendation which he 
thought his due. He has repreſented him 
as poſſeſſed of a ſound Judgment; to which 
he has added the Encomium of his ſtrict. 
| Regard for the general Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, chis, however, is all he does, and 
therefore, moſt probably, all the Merits 
- which he could allow him: for he remarks, 
"In Page 3J7Z» That where- ever Jaſtice in- 


- < terfered with his own particular Intereſt, 


* he made no Scruple of overturning all 


„Laws, confounding all Right, and violat- 


Ling all Equity, DFE 
wh 's am 


5 A 2. . 
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| Tam now led to the Confideration of Mr. 
Walpole's firſt, ſecond, and third Articles 
_ of Accuſation, I mean the Murders of Ed- 
ward Prince of Wales, of Henry the Sixth 
and of the Duke of Clarence, from which 
Charges Mr. Walpole hath taken infinite 
Pains to Exculpate Richard. Whether he 
Committed, or not, all theſe Murders, with 
his: own Hands, is not material to the Da- 
fence of his Innocence; nor am I at all diſ- 
poſed to diſpute the Point; rather acquieſe- 
ing with Mr. Walpole in Opinion that 
Agents could not be wanting; and that it 
was impolitic, as well as unneceſſary, wan- 
tonly, to Imbrue his Hands in the Blood 
of theſe Princes; which could fail ef ne o- 
ther Confequence than that of Rendering 
him Odious in the Nation: But I am ve-- 
ry far from believing that they were not 
the Effect of his own: Contrivance, in Con- 
fequence of a very Early Settled Plan, in liis 
_ own Mind, of Attaining, by All poſſible 
Means, the Engliſh Diadem: for in Page 
: 317 


1 
31% Rapin obſerves, that it is difficult 
o diſcover when that Deſign of depriv- 
* ing the lawful Heirs of the Succeſſion 
4 was Arſt laid by the Duke of Glouceſter ; 
< but that every Step he made, after the 
“ Death of Edward the Fourth Tenced 
by * directly to the Depoſing of his Son, tht 
any One muſt be Blind not to pencci ve his 
« whole Condutt, from that Time, was one 
* uniform Series of Immquity Upon that Plan." 


Ihe Diſtance of Time, from the Mur- 
der of Henry the Sixth to the Death of Ed- 
ward the Fourth, was ſo Short, that, to an 
enterprizing Spirit, ſuch as Richard is, uni- 
verſally, Repreſ:nted, that Deſrgn was, by 
no means, impracticably, out of Sight; 
there being his Brother's Children, who 

were young, and not numerous, and his 
Brother Clarence the only Obſtacles to the 

Conſummation of his Ambition. His firſt 
Object, moſt naturally, was to Remove the 
Duke of Ciarence, who, being his Elder 
Brocher, and arrived at Years of Maturity, 


Was 
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was the more e formidable Competitor: 1 me; 
therefore, knowing Clarence open Diſ- 
poſition, as well as: his Hatred: to his Bro- 
cher Queen, became the Incendiary be- 
twixt them, for: Rapin, (P: 296); expreſly 
tells us: that the: Duke ef Glouceſter,, 

„ while he pretended} to- aſſiſt the unfortu- 
4 nate Duke · of Clarence, widened ſecretly,. 
lag much as in him lay, the Breach betwixt 
4 the Duke, and. the King. 


Habington confirms this, in His Hiſtory, 
| of Edward: the Fourth, (P. nag) where he: 
fays,, © Richard Duke of Glouceſter, upon- 
* whaſs:- Friendſhip. the Duke of: Clarence 
built: moſt, deceived; him:moſt:::f6r. Glou- 
* ceſter, who ſtudied nothing but his awn: 
© Purpoſes, and cared nat by what Moolence- 
* all: Obſtacles of Nature, and Eriendſhip» 
were Removed, ſo the Way:were-plained} 
* to his Ambition, endeavaured to add mare: 
FPoiſon to;their Diſcantent.?” 


1 a 


I ſhall not Launch i into any long Digreſ= 
Hon: to ſhew che Injuitice” of auen 


F 
the deathof the Duke of Clarence, altogether, 
to the influence of the Queen: but as it, natu- 
rally, falls under my Conſideration I cannot 
withhold a remark or two upon the Subject. 


It is Clear that, as the Duke of Clarence 
was, till his Brother married, Heir pre- 
ſumptive to the Crown, ſo his Ambition, 
Naturally, cauſed him to hate the Woman, 
whoſe Offspring had defeated all the hopes, 
he might have conceived, of wearing the 
ſame: And as, both, Rapin, and Habington 
agree that he was not of a Diſpoſition to 
conceal his Antipathies, but from the na- 
tural Warmth of his Temper, did take all 
occaſions to irritate the Queen, it is very 
reaſonable to conclude, that ſhe, on her 
-Part, did him no good offices with theKing, 
but, very naturally, employed all the In- 
*tereſt ſhe had with her Huſband to weaken 
-the Duke of Clarence's. As noimputetion, 
however, of Cruelty was ever urged by any 


one Hiſtorian, in any one Example, againſt 


N Ine. een, and as the Duke of Clarence 
<C | was 
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was #0 Oacle to the Succeſſion of her Chik. 
dren; but as, on the other Hand, the Duke 
of Clarence was a direct Bar to Richard 
Duke of Glouceſter's aſcending the Throne, 
who, (according to Rapin, P. 296) had al- 
ready turned his Eyes towards that glitter- 
ing Object, it is much more probable in 
Speculation that Matters were puſhed to 
Extremities, againſt the Duke of Clarence, 


more by the Intrigues of Richard, to whom. 


he was a great Stumbling Block in his way, 
than by the Influence of the Queen, who. 
had ſo little to fear from. him ; more par-. 
ticularly too, as this ſecret, under hand 
Line of Conduct, exactly accorded with. 
the Charcter of Richard. © Diſhmulation 
* (fays Rapin, P. 315) was the natural 
„Growth of the Duke of Glouceſter's 
Heart. (and in P. 296 he ſays) © He ne- 
% ver went to any End by plain, and open 
% Roads, but always through the dark and 


crooked Paths of Policy. 


Is it, upon the Whole, at all Surprizing 


wat a Character, 80 as Richard is de- 


ſcribed): | 


15 0 * 5 


Jeribed) ſo marked with Ambition, and 
Hypocricy, ſhould very early entertain 
the aſpiring Hopes of aſcending the Throne? 
and if this reaſonable Preſumption be ad- 
mitted, his Removal of the Duke of Cla- 
rance was a pr2vious Step abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, and preparatory to the ſame; his Am 
bition, naturally, dictated the Expediency 
of the Meaſure, and his Hypocricy took 
Care to transfer the Odium from himſelf 
to the Queen, and her Party, for Rapin 
adds (P. 315) © He made his Court openly 
* to the Queen, at the Time he was ſecret- 
ly acting in concert with the moſt avow- 

ed and ore Enemies of her, and her 
* Family.” 


The Inference to be drawn from the a- 
bove Premiſſes ſeems much more on the 
following {1.1e of human Probability; that 
the poor Duke of Clarence Fell betawixt the 
two Stools; or in other Words, that he be- 
came, firlt the Dupe, and afterwards the Sa- 
cri yrs to the Ambition of Richard, without 
, C 2 any 
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any interference in his. Behalf, hai by. 
the Queen, whom be had Ofendea beyond For- 


gi vengſs. | 
The next Charge in the black Catalogue 


of Crimes, is, 


The Execution of Rivers, Gray, Vaughan, 


&c. 


And here it is neceſſary, only to produce 
Mr. Walpole s OWN Account againſt him 


ſelf. 


The very Day (he tells us) on which 


Haſtings was Executed, were Beheaded 


Lord Richard Gray, Vaughan, and Haute, 


"* theſe Executions are indubitable; were con- 


* fiſtant with the Manners, and Violence of 


* the Age; and, perhaps, juſtifiable by that 


* wicked Code State Neceſſity. J have ne- 
« ver pretended to Deny them, becaufe I 
find them j/ully Authenticated,” that is in 
other Words, to Say, I cannot Deny them, 
as this Evidence of Richard's Guilt 3 
me ſo full in che Face; otberwy/e I ſhould 


bo 
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be happy, and equally diſpoſed to explain 


away or give ſome turn to that Tranſacti- 


on as I have done to the reſt. For mark his 
only Reaſon in Extenuation of this atrocious 
Act of Cruelty, and Injuſtice, State Neceſſi- 
ty. Where is that State Neceſſity to be 
found? what Crimes, or OvertActs had theſe 
unfortunate Characters been Guilty of? 
They had uſurped no Power; they were 
in the legal Exerciſe of that Authority de. 
legated to them by the lute King. Mr. Wal- 
pole's Suggeſtion that they were the firſt 


commencers of Hoſtilities, and conſequent- 


ly the firſt Aggreſſors is deſtitute of all rea] 
Foundation ; it 1s no where to be found but 


in the Reveries of his own Fancy; as the 


following curious Comment of his own up- 


on Sir Thomas More's Account will clear- 
ty ſhew. Sir Thomas (he ſays) Confeſſes 
„that, though. the Partizans of Glouceſter 
* ſtrictly Guarded the Sanctuary, (to which 


«the Sheen had fled) divers Lords, Knights 
*and Gentlemen, either for favour of the 


Queen, or for Fear of themſelves, aſſem- 
l « bled . 


* 
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« led Companies and went Flock king toge⸗ 
te the in Harneſs, let us ſtrip (he adds) this 
- * Paragraph of its Hiſtoric Buſkins and it 


© is plain that the Queen's Party took 8 3 
„Arms. 


I am really Aſtoniſhed at the want of 
Candour which Mr. Walpole hath exhibit- 
ed on this Occaſion. Does it follow from 
that Account that theſe Lords, Knights and 
Gentlemen aflembled in Arms, with the 
Dreen's Privity, and Conſent? or is it not as 
natural to ſuppoſe, and believe that they 
Armed iu their own Defence, from a well 
grounded apprehenſion of Danger, as this 
Tranſaction was, altogether, ſabſeguent of 
the Executions of Rivers, Gray, and Vaugh- 
an. Thoſe Executions muſt, unqueſtiona- 
bly have excited a very general Alarm a- 
mongſt all who wiſhed well to the Queen, 
and her Family; is it preſumeable that, if 
this Arming had been a preconcerted Plan 
of the Queen, and her Friends, ſhe would 
fo realily have yielded to the Advice of 

„ Richard 


( is 7 


Richard, and abandon her firſt Ben of 
raiſing Troops for the Defence of the King? 
which. would have added Strength to tat 
Power, and Intereſt, which Mr. Walpole. 


inſinuates, ſhe was reſolved to maintain in 


the Adminiſtration of the Government, in 
Excluſion to all the Great. Men of the King- 


dom. 


Let us, now, (to adopt Mr. Walpole's 
own Style of Language) Strip this whole 
Tranſaction of its Hiſtoric Buſkin, or ra- 


ther Fabulous Gloſs, and we ſhall find that 


Richard, in open Defiance to all Laws, hu- 
man, and divine, put to Death Rivers, 
Gray, and Vaughan, without even the For- 
mality of a Trial, merely becauſe they were 


Impediments in his Way to the Grati fica- 


tion of his Ambition. Mr. Walpole's State 


Neceſſity, therefore, can mean nothing elſe, 
but that the Meaſure was neceſſary, as it 


beſt Suited with that execreable Deſign + 


above mentioned. . 


The. 
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The U en of Lord Haſtin gs becomes 
now the next Object of our Enquiry: and 
here I ſhall again, firſt State Mr. Walpole's 
Account of this Cataſtrophe, with his Re- 


mar ks thereon. 


In this whole Story nothing is leſs 
< known to us than the Greunds, cn which 
Lord Haſtings was put to Death. He had 
lid ved in open Enmity with the Queen, 
« and her | amily, and had been but newly 
* Reconciled to her Son, the Marquis of 
** Dorſet : yet Sir Thomas More.owas that 
6 Haſtings was one of the firſt to Abet 
* Richard's Procedings againſt her, and 
* Concured in all the Protector's Meaſures. 
„We are Amazed, therefore, to find this 

6 Lord the firſt Sacrifice, under the new 

4 Government, Sir Thomas ſuppoſes that 
Haſtings either withſtood, or oppoſed, 

the Depoſition of Edward the Fifth, or 
vas accuſed thereof by Cateſby, who was 

ons « deeply in his Confidence, and he owns 
5 b chat the Protector loved him well, and 
A „Loth 


) 


Loth he was to have him loſt.” Now 


mark Mr. Walpole's Inference“ What 
then is the Preſmuption? Is it not that 
*< Haſtings-was really plotting to Defeat the 
„ new vettlement; contrary ts. the: Intention 
* of the Three Eſtates; and who can tell: 
% whether:the:S uddenneſs of his Execution 
* was not the Effèechof (State), Neceſſity.“ 


Bravo, Mr. Walpole !' State Neceſſity is, 


indeed, an admirable Weapon in the Hands 


of ſo dexterous an Artiſt; and it muſt be 


Confeſſed that he hath dealt it abroad with- 
out Conſideration: or Mercy. Wonderful, 
in Truth, that any Man of Mr. Walpole's 
diſtinguiſhed Rank and Character, and ſtill 
more diſtinguiſhed Abilities ſhould Seriouſ- 
1y, attempt ſo groſs an Impoſition upon the 


 Underſtandings of Mankind! 


.- 1 of the Preſumption be allowed, that Lord 
Haſtings was, really, plotting to Defeat the 
new Settlement, contrary to the Intention f 
the Three Eſtates, where was the State Ne- 
city of an immediate Excculion, without Tri- 
8 => | al 3 
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4; the Solemnity of which, with a Con- 
viction of his Guilt, was, ſurely much 
more becoming the Honour, and Credit of 
Parliament, and which could be attended 


with no bad Conſequences, than the Idea 
of their having been Acceſſaries with Rich- 


ard in the ſcandalous Execution of a Noble- 

man of high Rank, and Talents, without 
Aſſigning to the Public the Shadow of a 
Cauſe for the ſame. 


But if, on the Contrary, Sir Thomas 
More's very probable Conjecture be ad- 
- mitted, © that Haſtings withſtood the De- 
* poſition of Edward the Fifth, unwilling 
to go the whole Length of Richard's 
moſt execrable, and abandoned Deſigns, 
Where is the Wonder that Richard ſhould 
immediately Mark him as the Victim to be 
next taken off? and the Suddenneſs of his 
Execution fully juſtifies the Preſumption, 
bt the Protectbr, havihg-nG RAL 
üg Said irt, Wich Fodid Nga aF- 
TP DIS Effe) Wis Altogrtkier n 
Th. N the 
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(( 
che Conſideration of his own Safety, ad by 


motives of ſelf Intereſt. 


We are, now, arrived at Mr. Walpole's 
Defence of the two laſt Charges, viz. 


The Murder of Edward the Fifth, and of 


his Brother, and the Murder of his own 


Queen, 


I here feel it incumbent upon me, in or- 
der to a fair, and impartial Inveſtigation 


of theſe Charges, to State, as briefly as 1 
can, the whole of Richard's Conduct, from 


the Death of Edward the Fourth, to his 
firſt Aſſumption of the Reins of Govern— 


ment. 


Imanedianely upon the Succeſſion of Ed- 


ward the Fifth to the Crown, the Duke of 
Glouceſter, (according, to 'Rapin, P. 317,) 


with the Duke of Buckingham, and the 
reſt of his Friends, conſulted what Meaſures 


were likeieſt to divert the Stream of Pow 
i . er 
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er from thoſe Channels, in ieh it bad 
Flowed during the laſt Reign. 


In his fir ſt!Harangue (whichiRapin hath 
likewiſe given, P. 318,) heiſtated the neceſ- 
ſity of a Reformation of the State, he in- 
veighed againſt the Mal-adminiſtration of 
the Miniſters of Edward the 4th, urging 
his own pretenſions to Govern during the 


Minority of the young King, and his ſin- 


cere Aﬀection for his 'Perſon ; and at the 
cloſe of this Speech, he added, that he 


concluded all thoſe who were preſent, 
had, like himſelf, nothing more at Heart 


than the Welfare and Glory.of the Nati- 


on, as well as that of all good Men, (com- 
mon Topicks in the Mouth of a Hypocrite) 


* fo their Aſſiſtance was what he depended 
* upon, without which he could never 


„ Hope to bring any of theſe Hor 
_ Schemes to bear.“ 


This was a ſpecies of Rhetorick perfeclly 


Calculated ſor the Forpoles of che Man, whe 
was 
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"was ſecretly undermining the Power, and 


Influence of theQueen, as well as of all thoſe 
who were likely to prove Obſtacles to his 
ambitious Views: and whowell knew that, 


as he had little, or no Chance of Succeed- 


ing by .apen Force, and Violence, Strata- 


gem, Art, and Flattery were all he had to 


depend upon; all which were well Atteſts 


ed by his ſubſequent Behaviour. 


With this Reſolution Richard made ſtrong 


profeſſions of Affection for the young King, 


and of Allegiance to his Government. In 
his firſt Letter to the Queen, (Rapin, P. 319, 
after the firſt Compliments of Gondolence, 
he tells her, © with what Joy he ſees all 


„Hearts united in the ſame Sentiments, 


« with regard to the young King, and that 


© he himſelf ſhould be one of the firſt 
to ſet an Example of Loyalty to the reſt 
of the King's Subjects, by ſhewing an 


X * unlimitted Confidence tolhis Will. 


N. That he did not doubt but that ſhe, is in 


her. 
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her Turn, would endeavour to promote the, 
Welfare of the Nation, by uniting all Par- 
ties, by admitting, without diſtinction, 
the Able; and Honeſt Men, on both Sides, 
into employments of Truſt, and Profit,“ 
and Concludes, © with deſiring her, by all 


Means, to diſband the unneceſſary Troops, 


* raiſed by Earl Rivers, in Wales for the. 
ce zretended Security of the King s. Perſon, in. 


His return to London.“ 


No Letter could have been more artfully. 
written to throw the Queen off her Guard, 
ind, conſequently, to render her and her 

Children dependant upon him, by put- 
ting them into his Power : And the only: 
falſe Step ſhe'made was ſuffering herſelf to: 


be deluded by theſe Profeſſions, and Arti- 


fices of Richard, and his Aſſociates, whom 


ſhe had every Reaſon to apprehend meant 


no Good to her, or her Family; had ſhe: 

treated their Friendſhip, as well as Enmi⸗ 

ty, their Counſel, as well as Slander, with. 

equal Contempt; their Rage, in conſe guen=- 
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ce of their Diſappointment would, in all 
Probability have hurried them to adopt ſuch 
"Meaſures as would, finally have brought 
on their own Ruin. Whereas the admit- 
ting them into any ſhare of Power was 


furniſhing them, in proportion to the De- 
gree, in which they were Truſted, with 
Arms to Deltroy herſelf. 


I ſhall forbear to enlarge my Comment 


upon the puerile firing of Objections urged 


by Mr. Walpole, as to the Probability of 


Richard's ſo early Knowledge of the Queen's 
Deſign to raiſe Menin Wales, for the Pro- 
tection of the young King: I ſhall firſt, 
| juſt obſerve that if this Letter, which Rapin 
hath given us be Authentic, which we have 

no Reaſon to doubt, Richard muſt have 
had very early Intelligence of ſuch Deſign; 
and in the next Place, that Percival's Ex- 
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of the Queen's. Hands, immediately on the 
Death of bis Brother,., When Characters, 
fuch as Richard's is reported to be, are bent 

upon Miſchief, Agents, and Emiſſaries are 
never wanting to. furniſh the. earlieſt Intel- 
ligence of what was ſo material to the Par- 
ties to be known. We: ought. not, there- 


fore, to withhold our Belief of theſe Facts, 


which are ſo. congenial: with the Diſpoſiti- 
on, Deſign, and coaſequent Tenour. of Racks : 
ard's Conduct. 


In ſhort, Mr. Walpole's own Account of- 
the Arreſt of Rivers, Vaughan, Haute, and. 


the reſt of the Queen's Party is Confirmati- 
on, Strong as holy Writ, that the Whole 
was a well digeſted Plan, which could not: 


ariſe upon the Spur of the Occaſion. We 
are informed by. all the Hiſtorians of thoſe. 
as well as of later Times, that the Earl of 
Haſtings was a bold daring Spirit, who had 
long lived in Enmity to the Queen, and her 


Family: that the Duke of Buckingham-was 


a Mag of a lively, ready, and penetrating Ca- 
pacityy 


3 ” 
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preity, entroamly proud, ambitious, and 
revengeful, Rapia tells us particutariy, chat 
he ha:l, during the latter part of the Reigu 
of La wurd the Fourth, often acted in Con- 
cert with the Duke of Glouceſter: but the | 
reaſon of his attaching himſelf fo mu oy | f 
more cloſely to the Duke, on the Acc- 4 
of Edward the Fifth, was the inveterate, 
and irreconcileable Hatred he bore to the 
Queen. He is reprefented fo warm in his | 
Enmities that in accounting for his Con- | 
duct Rapin obſcrves (P. 350,) © I deſcribs | 
the Duke of Buckingham as acting, on 4 
*'this Occaion, upon a principle of Re- 1 
© venge ; becauſe it is difficult to per ſuade 
* one's ſelf that a Man of his Stamp could 
* proceed on a morenoble Motive.“ And in 
* another place he ſays, * the Conduct of 
* the Duke of Buckingham juſt at the Dearh 
* of Edward the Fourth makes it doubtful 
* what it was he Defigned ; whether he 
* really t firſt intended to Abet the Duke | 
* of Glouceſter in ſetting a ſi le the new a 


Kin or "ny endeavour d from a ſpirit 


— | 


** 
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«of Ambition, and Reſentment to work 


& himſelf into the Adminiſtration ; and ſo 


to overturn thoſe Employ'd in the late 


* Reign.” 


; 


Whatever were the Motives of theſe two 


Noblemen is a Queſtion not material to the 


preſent Enquiry : certain it is, by all Ac- 
counts, that, if they were not, at the firſt, 
accomplices in the Duke of Glouceſter's 
Deſign of uſurping the Crown, they were, 


at leaſt, ſo long his Dupes that they could, 


neither of them Retreat but with great ha- 
zard, and in the end both fell Martyrs to 


their Converſion. Such is the general Ac- 


count of this Tranſaction in which I cannot 


diſcover any over-weaning Credulity, any 


irreconcileable Contradictions nor yet any 
Improbability, or contrariety of Relation, 
the whole appears a well connected Chain 
of, circumſtantial Evidence, which carry 


ſtrong Con viction throughout every Part 
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( 27) 
From the above Premiſes, which I truſt 
that I have not partially Stated, it appears, 
then, that Richard Duke of Glouceſter 


mult have entertain'd very early Deſigns 
upon the Crown, (I mean, even, in the 


life time of his Brother Edward the Fourth) 


that being well aware of Lord Haſting's» 
and the Duke of Buckingham's Animoſity 
towards the Queen, he took advantage 
thereof to engage their Services, without 
communicating in all probability, his real 
Intentions, and the Lengths, to which he 


meant to purſue them. I next infer that theſe 


three Characters, in Co-alition, were the 
firſt Incendiaries, who fomented thoſe jea- 
louſies, and factions in the Kingdom: that 
the Duke of Glouceſter, being the youngeſt 
Male Heir of the Houſe of York, found it 
neceſſary to Sacrifice all thoſe before him 
zn the Succeſſion, in order to open to him- 
ſelf a clear Paſſage to the Throne: tliat the 
Duke of Clarence was a more important 
Obſtacle, in his way, than his Brother's 
Children, and cherefore the firſt to be Re- 


\ moved 
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moved: that the Ruin of the Queen's Party, 
to which he, only, affected to be Reconciled, 
and the getting Poſſeſſion of the young 
King's Perſon were the next neceſſary Steps 
to be taken: all which, we are told, he 
Accompliſh'd by a well concerted regular 
train of Hypocriſy, fraud and artifice : and 
can we, after this, be induced to beleive 
that, after he had gain'd, at the expence of 
Honour, and Conſcience, the full Poſſeſſion 
of theſe, only, remaining impediments to 
his flattering Proſpects, he ſhould ſtop ſhort 
in the Zenith of his Career, and ſpare thoſe 
Lives, which were ſo particularly Dangerous 
to his own Safety ? ſuch a Suppoſition is 
not in the contingency of ſublunary Events; 
itis pregnant with Abſurdity, as well as 
with a total ignorance of human Nature. 
I do not, therefore heſitate to Decide that 

| | Richard, ſteeped, already, ſo deeply in the 
3 Blood of Clarence, Rivers, Gray, Vaughan, 
8 HFraute, and Haſtings, could have no ſcruy 88 
| pPles in Shedding that of his Nephews. 


1 9 


I am not diſpoſed to enter into any Des 
bate with Mr. Walpole, upon his elaborate 
Detail of Edward the Fifth's walking at his 
Uncle's Coronation, and of his attempt to 
prove that Perkin Warbec was the true 
Duke of York. I ſhall only remark that, 
admitting the firſt as a Fact, it only Eſtabli- 
ſhes that Edward the Fifth was not made 
away with, previous to Richard's Coronation ; 
and indeed I am rather inclined to Think, 
from the great caution, and circumſpection, 
which marked, and diſtinguiſh'd Richard's 
Character, that he did not engage in that 
mercileſs, and bloody Act, until he had ſuf- 
ficiently felt the Pulſe of the Nation upon 
his Acceſſion to the Throne: for, ſuppoſing 
any general diſturbance to have taken place 
in conſequence of that Event, it was ſurely 
wiſe, and poletic in him to preſerve the life 
of the young King, whoſe Appearance, at 
any Time, was ſufficient to Allay the ſame 
without Riſque, or Danger to himſelf, It 
is, however, an Inference, not to be Con- 


deded, that, becauſe, from Motives of Poli- 
CY» 


413 
cy, Richard ſuſpended the Fate of thoſe EY 


fortunate Princes for a Time, he continued 
the Preſervation of their Lives, at the Ha- 
zard of his own, after that ſuch Motive had 
ceaſed to Exiſt, it is both Improbable, and 
Unnatutal, and not to be ſeriouſly Enter- 
tain'd, for a Moment, by the moſt ordina- 
ry Capacity. 


As to the Hiſtory of Perkin Warbec; his 


having continued ſo long unheard of, his 


not availing himſelf of the favourable Op- 
portunity of ſtepping forth, from his Con- 
cealment, at that critical Funfure, when 
Richard's repeated Tyrannies had rendered 
him univerſally Odious, and which were 
the Means of transferring the Crown, 
through Neceſlity, to the only remaining 
Branch of the Houſe of Lancaſter (Earl 
Richmond) his waiting until that Storm 
was blown over, and then, long afterwards, 


coming forward, at a Time, when Henry 


the Seventh was firmly ſeated, and eſtabliſh» 
0 upon the Throne, are Circumſtances ſo 
improbable 


4 L «ub 


1 
improbable that it is, almoſt, impoſſible 
for any impartial, and diſpaſhonate Charac. 
ter to pay the leaſt Attention, much leſs Cre- 
dit thereunto. 


Having, now, Deduced the Conduct of 
Richard from thoſe firſt Motives, and In- 
centives to his wicked Ambition, through 
a ſeries of Plots, and Artifices, to the full 
completion of his Wiſhes, I am next led to 
conſider the laſt Charge againſt him, the 
Murder of his Queen, as a neceſſary, and 
ſupplemental continuation of his Guilt, in 
order to ſecure the poſſeſſion of that diadem 
which he had ſo unjuſtly obtained. | 
And here I find it conducive to a clear, 
explanation of this Paſſage in the Hiſtory 
of Richard's life, to take a ſhort, though 
general, Survey of the ſtate, and condition 
of his Affairs at this period of his Exaltati- 
on. He had now nigh ſurmounted all his 
difficulties. He had ſucceeded, beyond 
his moſt ſanguine expectations, in the re- 
moval of thoſe principal Barriers to his 


Ambinon, by the Death of Rivers, Gray 
Dom: Nn 


4 


Vaughan, Haute, and the reſt ofthe ſtrm 
ſapparties of his Brother's (Edward the 4th} 
Family; he had diſpatched Haftings and 
Buckingham, Men of great Power, Pro- 
wels and Abilities, who were becommg 
Troubleſome and hkety to Fruſtrate his fu- 
ture Deſigns, and Operations; and, laſtly, 

he had, effectually Secured, and, moſt pro- 
bably, Diſpoſed of his two Nephews beyond 
ther power of Injuring him, hereafter. In 
the accompliſhment of theſe Objects Rich- 
ard had Waded to the Throne through à 
Sea of Blood deliberately ſhed. It is there» 
fore, impoſſible not to Suppoſe, but that 
ſuch a combination of Crimes, as Parricide, 
Murder, and Uſurpation, muſt have ren» 
der d him, unirerfaly, Odious in the King. 
dom; and indeed, we are told by the Hiſ- 
torians of thoſe Days, that the Nation, 
Groaning under his Oppreſſions, and Ex» 
aſperated by his Cruelties had turned their 
Thoughts towards the Earl of Richmond; 
who was then living in Excile, almoſt For- 
goin; and OE in all Probability, had 
gets | died | 


* 
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died ſo, iſ the Ts of Richard had not 
wrought this Change in his favour, which 
the poor ſhattered remnants of his own 
drooping Faction could never, otherwiſe, 
have effected. We are, moreover, given to 
Underitand that, in order to unite, and 
coaleice the Friends of the Houſe of York 
with thoſe ot the Houſe of Lancaſter againſt 


the Uſurper, it was ſecretly, ſtipulated that 
the Earl of Richmond fhould take the 


Princeſs Elizabeth to Wife. Theſe cir- 
eumſtances could fcarce be wholly, con- 
cealed from a Man of Richard's penetrating 
and intriguing Spirit. It is very preſu- 


meable then, (and I think I have as much 


- Authority for preſuming as Mr. Walpole) 
that he was not unappriſed ther eof. | 


To guard againſt this Storm, which was 


chen brewing in the political Horizon, 


it became of the utmoſt importance to the 


Duke of Glouceſter to diſconcert, and ruin 
this Combination; and the Hkelieſt Means, 
that could offer, was the Defeating of this 


F 15 Projeſted | 


1 


projeſted Union betwixt Richmond, 3 
the Princeſs Elizabeth : and how was this? 
to be effected, more ſuccelsfnily, than by 
his own Marriage with that Princeſs? here 
however lay a Stumbling Block in his way, 
his Wife, (Queen Ann,) was ſtill living. 
Unluckily the contrivance of one of his 
Succeſſors (Harry, the Sth,) of calling in 
the aid of the Ecelcſiaſtical Authority, and 
of procurirg a Diverce wpor. a Charge . of 
Adultery, ſupported by falſe Evidence, had 
either, eſcaped him, or that he prefered the 
leſs tedious and more ſummary Mode of 
taking her off by Poiſon, at all cvents State 
Neceſſity (according to Mr. Walpole) ſug- 
geſted the expediency of her Death, and to 
that ſpecies of State Neceſlity, which induc- 
ed him to put to Death Haſtings without 
the formalityof a Trial, ccrn cnly called 


Self Intereſt, and Preſervation, me fell a 
Sacrifice. 


= Having now gone through the whole of 
rhe charges agaiuſt Richard, and conſidered 
CE Mr. 


( $3 3 


Mr. Walpole's Defence thereof, I ſhall next 
Proceed wo Examine thoſe which he hatch 
thought proper to alledge againſt a poor 
unhappy, and much injured Queen, who, 
IT truit,, will appear to have been much more 
Sinned againſt, than Sinning. 


* She had Plotted, (he ſays P. 32) te. 


** keep Poſſeſſion of the King, and to Ga- 
vern in his Name by Force; but had been 
* Ourwitted, and her Family had been im- 
4% priſoned for the: Attempt; What At- 
tempt ? for at that early Period of Affairs 
no Riſings whatever on her Part had taken 
place, not even the Byſtin Heroes lad then 
made their Appearance, nor was the young 
King with her: furely Mr. Walpole. can- 
not mean that tlie Cuſtody of her two 
| youngeſt Children wasa plotting to govern 


bf Force. A gain ; © conſcious that ſhe 


was Diſcovered, and reaſonably Alarmed 


at Glouceſter's. Deſigns: ſhe had Secured 


* herſelf, and Children in a Sanctuary.” 


And: well! ſhe might, after that all her 


F 3 = Friends, 
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Friends, and Kindred about the King's Per- 


Jon had been ſo treacheroully Arreſted, and 
Impriſoned. © Neceflity (he adds) rather 
„ than Law (a very curious Remark) juſtifi- 
« eq her Proceeding : but what excuſe can 
& be made for her Faction having recourſe 
« to Arms.” ? a very natural one, I reply» 
Self-defence. He then aſks, who was 
Authorized by thetenour of former reigns, 


to Guard the King's Perſon'till Parlia- 
ment ſhould declare a Regency but his 


& Uncle, and the Princes of the Blood.” ? 1 


Anſwer, that the late King had a Right to 
appoint what Guardians he thought proper 
for his Children, during their Minority; 
and it is very Preſumeable, that he had no- 
minated the Queen's Kindred to that Of- 
fice who, though not Princes, were of the 
Blood Royal, as being Related in Blood to 
the young King; and conſequently very 


fit, and becoming Characters to ſuperintend 
the Care of the young Royal Family, in con- 


Junction with their own Mother the Queen, 
They could have no Temptations of Ambi- 


tion 


( 37) 


tion to Seduce them from their Allegiance, 
having no Pretenſions whatever to look up 
to a Diadem : they were, ſurely then, the 


propereſt Perſonages to be Intruſted with 
the care of the young King's Perſon, © I 


State this, (he adds,) minutely, for Later 
<« Hiſtorians pals it over, as if Richard had 


4 hurried on the Depoſition of his Ne- 


„ phews, without the leaſt Provocation to 


* any of his Proceedings.” What a Farrago 


of incrogruity, and prejudice is here! 
In ſhort, that ſhe had Plotted to Govern by 
Force, Mr. Walpole produces no other Au- 
thority for the Aſſertion than poor Sir 
Thomas More's Hiſtorick Buſkins ; that is, 
that her Friends had flocked to her, at her 
Aſylum in Companies, in Harneſs, that ſhe 
had been Outwitted, I grant, and readily 
. concur ſo tar with Mr. Walpole, but in no 
other Deſign than that of Securing the 


young King, and his Brother againſt the 
Machinations of their Uncle Richard: of 


Whom ſhe had, long, entertained well 
grounded Suſpicions ; for it was not until 


after 
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after the Arreſt of Rivers, Gray, and Vau- 
ghan that ſhe had fled to a Sanctuary, with 
her younger Children: and I ſhall. here 
furniſh the readers.with the following truly 
pathetic: Addreſs, which the made to the 
Archbiſhop on his being ſent by the Duke 
of Glouceſter: to. require. that ſhe would 
Deliver up the Duke of York, it is not only 
intereſting, as betraying the. Natural feel- 
| ings, and anxieties of a tender Mother but 
it tends, directly, to Contradict Mr. Wal- 
poles. Account of her having no Suſpicions 
of the. Duke of Glouceſter, but. only of 
Haſtings, from that: Ejaculation of her's, 

« A woe worth him, for it is hethat 3 
1 about to Deſtroy me, and my Blood.“ 


Would to God, my Lord? (addreſſing 
the Archbiſhop) that my uneaſineſs for 
the fafety of my Children was ill found- 
00 ed, and that my having taken Sanctuary 
44 with my two youngeſt was merely the 
effect of an idle Panick, and: unneceſſary 
D apprehenſion, Would to God'my Lord! 


That ?Þo/e, who wiſh to drag them from 


{ 29 ) 


me, had no other Deſign than for their 
Preſervation = but, after the Treatme: t 


zobich my Family, and Kindred have ſuſtain- 


ed, what Confidence can I entertain of 
the Duke of Gloucefter's profeſſions ? and 
what ane not my doubts of their ſinceri- 
ty ? Think well, my Lord! Reflect; and 
do not oblige me to deliver up the young 
Prince (che Duke of York) whole Life, 
only, can Guaranty that of his elder 


Brother, by tying up the Hands of his 


Unclez who will not dare to deſtroy him 
(the King) whom he hath in his Power, 
ſo long as I have his Brother in my ſafe 
keeping, he will dread in him the avenger 


of his Brother's Blood: and he will ſpare | 
the Life of the eldeſt, leaft he fhould feel 


che weight of the other's revenge. Where 
can he, otherwiſe, be ſo Safe, as in this 


Aſylum, which Men dare not Viglate 5 


I have found a Refuge againſt the Fury 
of the Earl of Warwick ; why, then, will 


you not ſuffer my Son to find another 


* againſt 


( 409 
« 2oainft the Duke of Glouceſter. | And 


6 may that Protection, which all gracious 
„ Providence hath, hitherto Granted me,, 
« be ſtil continued to him as well as to my 


We ſelf. - 


I ſhall now give Mr. Walpole's Account 
of this Interview betwixt the Queen and 
Archbiſhop. of Canterbury. | 


4 Thus far it muſt be allowed that Rich- 

ard acted no illegal Part, nor diſcovered 
more Ambition than. became him. He 
had Defeated the Queen's Innovations, 
and fecured her Accomplices, to draw oft 
our Attention from ſuch. regular Steps: 
Sir Thomas More has exhauſted all his. 

Eloquence, and Imagination, in which: 
the Queen is made to excite our com- 
s paſſion, in the higheſt Degree, and is fur- 
s niſhed by that able Pen, with Strains of 
pathetiek Oratory, which as part of her 
conduct affords us Reaſon to believe ſhe 
Poze, tua Scene is occation'd by the 
| 121 o = Demand 


1 mn} 


w Demand of delivering uþ her ſecond Son. 
„ Cardinal Bourchier, Archbiihop of Gan- 
terbury, is the inſtrument employ'd by 
the Protector to effect this Purpoie, The 
Fact is confirmed by Fabian in his rude, 
and brief manner, and by the Chronicle 
of Croyland and therefore cannot be dij- 
© puted: but though the latter Author af- 
© firms that Force was uſed to oblige the 
Cardinal to take that ſtep, he, by no 
means, agrees with Sir Thomas in the 
repugnance of the Queen to comply: on the 
contrary the Chronicle declares that the 


Queen, Verbis * aunuens, dimiſit 
„ puerum. 


I have Quoted the whole of this Paſſage 
to ſhew the viſible Leaning, and Partiality, 
of this Gentleman, to every Authority, 
which makes againſt this poor unhappy 
Woman, and his forced Conſtruction of 
every article in favour of Richard. When 
Sir Thomas More, (than whom a greater, 

or more upright Character Hiſtory cannot 
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boaſt of) advances the Story, © that Divers 
Lords, Knights and Gentlemen Afſem- | 
„ bled Companies, &c. and went flocking 
together, in Harneſs, to the Queen,” his 
Authority becomes indiſputable, and the 
inference drawn by Mr. Walpole him- 
ſelf, is that the Queen's Party took up 
Arms: but whenever, he relates any other 
Occurrence, in favour of the Queen's 
character, and conduct, poor Sir Thomas 
is charged with palpable falſchoods, with 
taking up his Pen. merely to write a Ro-- 
mance to amuſe his Leiſure, and to exer- 


ciſe his Fancy, as he wrote his Utopia. 


Mark, however, Mr. Walpole's Contradic- 
tion: The writers of that Age, he ſays,. 


Proſtituted their Pens to the Humour of 


*- the Reigning: Sovereign, but that Sir. 


Thomas, ſcorning ſuch Adulation Ha 


„ Smarted fur his Bolducſa, (his. Father, a: 


(e 


Judge, having been [mpriſon' d on his 
Sorr's. Account): and: therefore could have 


*. but little Inducemeni to flatter: the Laucoftri- 
— 


Ir 


ta) 


Sir Thomas is never to be Credited in any 
thing he advances againſt Richard Duke of 
Glouceſter, who was of the ut of York. 


Which of theſe two accounts is The moſt 
probable (Sir Thomas More's or the Chro- 
nicle of Croyland,) of the Queen's recepti- 
on of the Archbiſhop cannot, I truſt, be a 
queſtion of the leaſt difficulty to any un- 


derſtanding; for that the Queen ſhould re- 


ceive this propoſal of the Archbiſhop's af- 
ter her perfect knowledge of Richard's 

treachery towards Rivers, Gray, &c. with 
a gracious ſmile, and immediately deliver 
up her Son, with chearfulneſs, and ſweet 
- words, is ſo monſtrous a tale, that a Man 
muſt have the ſtomach of an Oſtrich to di- 
geſt the ſame. 


I am, now, haſtening towards the con- 
cluſion of theſe remarks, to the great joy, 
perhaps, of my reader, who, is probably, 
as well as myſelf, almoſt tired of the ſub- 


ject. Icannor, however, c omit to take no- 
«324 G 8 tice 
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tice of Mr. Walpole 8 long, as. well as cu- 


4 


* 


rious digreſſion to ſhew, that Richard's 


having accuſed his own Mother of adul- 
tery, in order to baſtardize his eldeſt Bro- 


ther, is, altogether, unnatural, improbable, 
and poſitively falſe. Tam very ready and 
willing to give him up this point, not be- 


cauſe it was unnatural, for nature, it ap- 


pears, operated very little upon Richard's 
feelings when met in collifion with his in- 
tereſt, but becauſe it was not the moſt like- 
ly to anſwer his own purpoſes, In attack- 
ing his Mother's chaſtity, it was difficult 


to draw the line : for the Woman who 


could be guilty of a breach, of Marriage 
vows in one inſtance might be equally ſuſ- 
pected in every other ; ſuch an infinuation 


might therefore have brought his own legi- 
timacy into queſtion. But Richard knew 


better, and the generality of Hiſtorians a- 
gree that it was the Validity of his Brother's 
Marriage, with the Lady Gray, which he 
- attacked ; affirming that he had been pre- 


viouſly Contra gd to the Lady Eleanor Byt- 
ler. 
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ler. Finding, LM that the People were 
not to be impoſed upon, particularly the Ci- 


tizens of London, where the firſt atrempt 
upon the Publie Credulity was made, he 


ehanged his Battery, and from that Inſtant 


of Time appeared determined to remove, 
altogether, thoſe Obſtacles to his Succels, 
| his Brother 8 Children. 


Having at Length, Conſidered he W. node 
of Mr. Walpole's Defence of Richard Duke 
of Glouceſter, (afterwards King Richard 


the Third) I ſhall now, for the more Perfect 


Satisfaction of my Reader, and in Order to 


bring forward, the Point at Iſſue betwixt 
us, I mean the Queſtion of his Guilt, or In- 
nocence, Reduce to a more regular, and 


contracted Point of View, the whole Chain 


of Hiſtorical Evidence againſt him, leaving 


their Probability, Congruity, and Impar- 


tiality to the Determination of every Can- 


* 


did, and Diſpaſſionate Character: to the 
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11 appears then to my kanble Compre- 
nenfion and Conviction of mind that Rich- 
ard had very long harboured the wicked 
Deſign, of Attaining by all poſſible means 
The Crown, and this is Confirmed, not 
only by the ſubſequent Events of his Life, 
but by the Accounts univerſally given by 
all Hiſtorians of his early Diſplay of a 


bold, aſpiring, treacherous, enterprifing, 
and diſſembling Spirit. 


4 


That his Brother the Duke of Clarence, 
vas the firſt important Obſtacle in his Way, 
| 1 think that I have already ſufficiently 
| _ Shewn : Conſequently that he was the fir ſt 


to be removed. 


That Richard Fas FS the open, and 
ede Diſpoſition of his Brother Cla- 
rence irritated his Paſſions, and Reſent- 
ment, againſt the King, who he inſinu- 
ated, had“ treated him with unmerited 

Neglect. 
won * T cannot here Omit in order to Mew the Injuſtice 


of making the Queen an Acceſſary in Clarence's Death, 


— „ r 
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Neglect, and Contempt, until he had final- | 
1 Wann on his melancholy Cataſtrophe. 


E That the Queen and her Children were 


to give the following detail of that | Event 3 from unguel- 
tionable Authority, deliver'd in a Series of Letters trom 
a Nobleman e known to be Lord Lytileton) to 
his Son. 


« The Duke of Clarence, who had aſſiſted his Brother 
4 (Edward the 4th)-in Gaining the Crown, had been, 
for ſome time, treated with Indifference, and diſreſpect : 
©& this Clarence thought an ill Recompence for his for- 
mer ſervices, and often gave Himſelf the Liberty of In- 
s vective, in the King's Abſence, In this poſture of 
things the King happened to Kill a favourite Deer, be- 
44 longing to Mr. Thomas Burde, & Friend of the Duke's : 
“ poor Burdet, dropping ſome haſt y- Expreſſions againſt 
e the King, was Sentenced to Die, and in two Days after 
Executed. The Duke of Clarence, upon the Death of 
« his Friend, vented his grief'in open Reproaches againſt 
„ his Brother, for whick-traiterous Speeches He was Ar- 
2 raigned, and Condemned to Death, and at his own Re- 
& queſt was Smothered in a But of Malmſey.“ 


This laſt ridiculous Circumſtance of his Death has 
been made a ſubject of J-{tby Mr. Walpole; no: ſhall 
T offer any Reflections in its Favour : I cannot hewever i 

with-hold the tollowing Anecdote told me by a Lady of 1 

Rank, and of diſtinguiſned literary knowledge, which ie, 

. that there-is now in England a Portrait ofa lineal. . 
male Deſcendant of that very Duke of Clarence, wherein 

is painted a Watch as an Appendage at her fide, to which 
Watch there hangs, as a Trinket, à Tun (or Put) in 
Alluſion to his Death. I mention this to Shew, that his 

© own Family believed the Story N OY drowned.in 


But, of ſome liquor. : „ Se 
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( 
the next remaining Impediments to his 
Ambition ; that the, having been ſo much 


| Kixalted above her moit ſanguine Expecta- 
tions, had given herſelf, naturally enough, 
many unbecoming Airs, by which ſhe had 


greatly diſguſted the ancient Nobility of 


| the Kingdom: That the Duke of Glouce- 

iter fermented their Diſcontents; and by 
that Means had raiſed, (in the Life Time 
of Edward the F ourth) a very powerful 
Party agaiſt her. 


That having Gained over Lord Haſtin gs, 


and the Duke of Buckingham to his Intereſt, 
they formed a Plan of wreſting the Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs out of her Hands, im- 


mediately on the Death of the King. 


Upon that important Event, Richard 


ſpared neither Diſſimulation, Artifice, nor 
Oaths to get the Guardianſhip of the Mi- 


nority, and Cuſtody of the King's Perſon; 


all which he Accompliſhed, and was pe 


; Clared Protector, LAM 


That 


tas) 

That his next Step was to get the King's 
Brother alſo, who, with the Queen his Mo- 
ther, had taken Sanctuary in Weſtmin= 
ſter Abbey; which he likewiſe Effected: 
and a few Days after, under the Pretext of 


placing them 1n Security, they were lodg. 
ed in the Tower. 


_ Having thus Secured their Perſons, his 
next Object was to invalidate, if he could, 
their Title to the Crown; for which Pur- 
Pole he cauſed a Report to be ſpread of their 
Illegitimacy; but this Meaſure failing 
he determined to Sacrifice at once theſe 
unhappy innecent Victims to the Gratifi- 
cation of his Luſt to Reign. | 


That Lord Haſtings was Shocked at the 
Idea; and that Cateſby was ſent by the 
Protector to try whether he could not 
be brought over to Favour this diabo- 
Jical Propoſal: that Haſtings was immovea- 
ble in his Loyalty to the young King ; * and 


2 Death was cherefore Reſolved on: 
H 


** 


— 
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that on the very Day this Execution took 
Place, a fimilar Tragedy was Acted at Pon 
tefract Caſtle, where the Earl Rivers, the. 
moſt Gallant and Accompliſhed Man of the 
Age in which he lived, and Lord Gray 
were Beheaded ; that the only Pretext for- 
their Execution was their plotting againſt: 
the King; but in Reality they died as be- 
ing the great Obſtacles to prevent his De- 


ftruction. 


That Richard having, at length, waded 
through every Difficulty to the Throne, 
began after the uſual Manner of moſt Uſur- 
pers, to Neglect thoſe who had principal-. 
ly Contributed to his Exaltation. That the- 
Duke of Buckingham, who had been the- 
principal Inſtrument of placing him thereon. 
was diſappointed of thoſe Rewards which 
| he naturally conceived himfelf Entitled to; 
that this was the Cauſe of Buckingham' s: 
Apoſtacy, gu conſequent Cataſtrophe. 


That Richard by his Avarice, Crabbenis 


2 «of 3 4 3 and: 


and Tyranny had ſoon rendered himſelf, 


univerſally odious in the Nation; which 
new began to caſt their Eyes on Rich- 
mond, who was the laſt remaining Branch 
of the Houſe of Lancaſter. That in order 
to Strengthen Richmond's Intereſt, the Al- 
liance with Princeſs Elizabeth was propo- 
led and embraced, 


That Richard, well appriſed thereof, de- 
termined to Defeat the ſame ; and for this 
Purpoſe reſolyed to Marry his Niece him- 
ſelf ; but as his Queen was living it was ne- 
ceſſary that ſhe ſhould be removed; Hence 


her untimely Death, &c. &c. &c. and here 


Ends the Chapter. 


I have, only now, to Conclude theſe Re- 


marks with a few Strictures, by way of Re- 


ply to Mr, Walpole's curious Anſwers to 
ſome Queries of Mr. Hume, in 1 his Hiſtory 
of this Reign. 


H 2 Hume, 


4 


Mr, Walpole, in making free with Mr. 
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Hume, hath preſerved; however, a little 
more Decency towards this Gentleman than 
what he hath Condeſcended to Shew to Sir 
Thomas More; verifying an old Proverb, 

which is as applicable to Hiſtorians as to any 
other Claſs. of Characters, that a living Dog 

is better than a dead Lion. But his An- 
fwers to. Mr. Hume are not more Satisfac- 
tory than his Objections to Sir Thomas' 8. 

Utopian Hiſtory. 


The Queſtions are as follow: 


Query the firſt. Had the Queen Mother, 
and the other Heads of the Lor Kk Party, been 
1 fully Aſſured of the Death of both the 
| young Princes, would they have Agreed to. 
Call over the Earl of Richmond; the Head, 


of the Lancaſter Party, and Marry him to 
che Princeſs Elizabeth ? 


Mr: Walpole's Anſwer is; © When the 
ueen Mother could "va that Conſent, 
Land Send to her Son the Marquis of Dor- 
fete 


= 
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Lſet to Quit Richmond, aſſuring him of 
te. : Ae Re | | 

King Richard's Favour to. him, and her 
© Houle, it is impoſſible to Say what ſo 
* weak, and ambitious a Woman would 
„ not do.” 


Without doubting the Authenticity of 
this Anecdote, I think her Conſent, given 
to Richard, may be as reſonably Imputed 
to her Fears, as to her Ambition, and that 
the Dread of Irritating ſo blood-thirſty a 
Tyrant, leaſt he ſhould deſtroy, likewiſe, 
this remaining Hope of her Family, might 


have operated upon a Mother's Feelings for 


her own Child. 


Mr. Walpole then Adds; * She wanted! 
e to have One of her Children on the 


* Throne in Order to Recover her Power.” 


| She muſt have been an Idiot, indeed, to 


have entertained: the leaſt Shad ow of Hope 
of any Recovery of Power, knowing Rich- 


ard's Character ſo well as ſhe dic. 


Again, 
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- Again, She firſt Engaged her Daugh- 
** ter to Richmond and afterwards to Rich- 
„ ard.” 


This might be, either, the effect of Fear 
on her Daughter's Account, or a political 
Stratagem to Temporize with Richard, in 
order to gain Time for the Furtherance of 
her Deſigns in Favour of the Earl of Rich- 


mond; but Mr. Walpole adds,“ She might 


not know what was become of her Sons, 
and yet that is no Proof that they were 
© Murdered.” Strange Inference! had her 
youngeſt Son, the Duke of York Eſcaped 
from the Clutches of Richard is it at all pro- 
bable that he would not have found the 
Means of furniſhing. his Mother with the 


happy Intelligence? © They were out of her 


* Power,” ſays Mr. Walpole, © whatever was, 
become of them, and ſhe was impatient 
to Rule. If ſhe was Aſſured of their 


"© Death could Henry the Seventh, after he 
& came to the Crown, and had Married her 


* Daughter be uncertain of it? I have 


REA « Shewn 


31 
* Shewn that Sir Thomas More and Lord 
Bacon own that it was uncertain,” —that 
is no Proof at all: nor has Mr. Walpole 


produced any ſatisfactory Autherfty for 
this Aſſertion. 


Query the ſecond. The Story told by 
Perkin Warbec of his Eſcape is, utterly, 
incredible, which was, that thoſe who were: 


ſent to Murder his Brother, took Pity on 
him, and Granted him his Liberty. Now 
for Mr. Walpole's Anſwer. © We do not. 
* know, but, from Henry's Narrative, and 
the Lancaſtrian Hiſtorians, that Perkin 
gave this Account, I am not Authoriſec 
% to believe that he did, becauſe I fipd no 
© Authority for the Murder of his elder 
„Brother: and if there was, why is it in- 


- © credible that the younger ſhould have 


peen Spared.“ 


5 To this I beg leave t to 3 in the de | 


Style of Interrogation; Suppoſing Perkin 


had not given this Account, is the Pręſump- 
40 
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tioa either Weakened or cerenachened on 
either Side? and if the elder Brother was 
Murdered, what reaſonable Inducement 
could the Murderers have for ſparing che 
Life of the youngeſt, the Diſcovery of 
which would have proved Fatal to them? 


Query the third. What became of him 
during the courſe of Seven Years, from his 
ſuppoſed Death to his ed OE in the 
Year 1491 ? 


Mr. Walpole Anſwer. Does Uncer- 
* tainty of where a Man has been Prove his 
<& non- identity when he appears again?“ 


I Reply, chat it is a ſtrong Preſumption, 
of a Man's not appearing ot tbe Time when 
his Intereſt ſo prompted him, amounting to 
almoſt Proof poſitive, that he, either, was 
not in Exiſtence, or that he was in fuch a 
State of Durance that he could not appear; ; 
and Mr. Walpole does not attempt to ins 


"og Eauate that the latter was the Cale, 


Geer 
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Query the fourth.—Why was not the 


; Queen Mother, the Datcheſs of Burgundy, 
and the other Friends of the Family appli- 


ed to, during that Time, for his Support, 
and Education ? 


Mr. Walpole's Anſwer—-* Who knows 


that they were. not applied to? and tLe 


Probability is that they were,” 


I Reply That if they had been applied 


to, the Queen, his Mother, could not have 
been Ignorant of her Son's being then a- 
live, conſequently could never have been 
induced, notw:th{tinding Mr. Walpole's 


cruel Infinuation of her Ambition, to ſup- 
plant her own and only Son, in Favour of- 


the Earl of Richmond. 


objection che fifth Though theDutcheſs 
of Burgundy, at laſt, acknowledged him 


a (Perkin) 


— 


re W 
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(Perkin) for her Nephew, ſhe had loſt all 
Pretence to Authority by her former ac- 


k:owledgment, and Support of Lambert 
Simnel, an avowed Impoſtor! 


Mr. Walpole's Anſwer * Mr. Hume 
“ makes an unwary Confeſſion, by diſtin- 
gulſhing between Simnel, an avowed Im- 
©* poſtor, and Perkin Warbec whoſe Impo- 


s {ture was problematic.” 


My R-ply—I beg Mr. Walpole's Pardon: 
Mr. Hume is not diſcriminating the Im- 
poſture of the ene from the other, by any 
Means; but has only urged the ſmall Re- 
liance to be had on the Datcheſs of Bur- 


_ gundy's Authority, who had acknowledged 


both Impoſtors. 


ObjeRion the ſixth om Perkin, himſelf, 


Confeſſed his Impoſture more than once, 
and Renewed his Confeſſion to the People, 
IE 5 


5 


at the Foot of the Gibbet, on which he 
Was Executed. 


Mr. Walpole's Anſwer “ J have Shewn: 
* that this Confeſſion was ſuch an aukward: 
* Forgery, that Lord Bacon did not dare 
*© to Quote, or adhere to it, but invented- 
* a new Story, more ſpecious, but equally 


e inconſiſtent with. Probability.“ 


I Reply — That when Lord Bacon in- 
forms Mr. Walpole of his Reaſons for re- 


jecting the foregoing, and adopting a new 
Story, I will Tell Him whether tbeſe Rea». 
ſons were well founded or not. 


Objection the Seventh After Henry 
the Eighth's Acceſſion, the Titles of the 


Houſes of York, and Lancaſter were tully 
Cnfounded, and there was no longer any 
ucceſſity for defending Henry the gcventl's: 


% 


Kr. . 
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Title. Yet All the Hiſtorians of that Time, 
ſuch as Sir Thomas More, of the Het Au- 
thyrity, (and who, according to Mr. Wal- 
pole was not diſpoſed to flatter the Houſe 
of Lancaſter.) agree in treating Perkin War- 
bec as an Impoſtor. £5 


Mr. Walpole's Anſwer— * When Sir 
* Thomas More wrote, Henry the Seventh 
Jas ſtill alive, that Argument then falls 


to the Ground.” —— What, becauſe his 


Boldneſs had offended that King, upon a 
former Occaſion, in ſo much that his Fa- 
ther had been impriſoned on his Account, 
is it to be preſumed that He was to be de- 
terred from the Truth by the ſame Power, 


which He had Spurned with Contempt on 


other Occaſions ? but I can dwell no .lon« 


ger upon ſuch puerile Apologies for An- 
Twers to Mr. Hume's objections, which, in 


Truth, are not to be refured. ; 


* 


; I Hall, now, Take my Leave of Mr. 
93 5 Walpole, 
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Walpole, firſt aſſuring Him, that the Love 
of Truth, and Juſtice has been my ſole In- 


centive for theſe Remarks ;. and I ſincerely 


Wiſh that his Motive was, as apparently, 
pure, and free from every Suſpicion of any 
bad, or ſiniſter Deſign. 


What was Mr. Walpole's Motive for this 
Vndertaking is rather difficult to Gueſs ; 
but that Vanity had the principal Lead, 
and Byss on his Conduct is a Suppolition 
the moſt charitable, in my humble Opini- 
on, that can be indulged on this Occaſion. 


Were I diſpoſed to Retort that Gentle- 
man's Utopian Charge, againſt poor Sir 


Thomas More, upon Himſelf, I think that 


I ſhould be, fully, as well Warranted in 
my Conjecture, that He never, Seriouſly, 


meant this Production as“ HiſtoricDoubts“ 
but merely as the Effuſions of a luxuriant, 
and exuberant Fancy; with a View to Try 


the 
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the Temper, and Credulity of the preſent 


Age, as well as to Amuſe his leiſure Hours 
and to indulge his own Romantic Turn of 
Mind. It is, in Truth, a Work, which may, 
very properly be claſſed with his favourite 
Caſtle of Otranto; as being intended for- 
Amuſement only, and not for Hiſtorical: 
Information. 


Here, however, Mr. Walpole ſtands: 
bighly Reprehenſible for the Choice, which: 
He hath, wantonly, made of his Subject 
Let Him, freely, indulge in his haunted: 
C:ſtles, his Spectres, and Hobgobline, pro- 
vided They be harmleſs Ghoſts ; but let 
Him not wound the Juſt, and Innocent, 
by his Spells, and Incantations. Thus, 
with His. Magic Wand to Conjure, from 
thoſe peaceful Manſions of the Dead, the 
long departed Spirit of a poor injured. 
Qucen, thus unprovoked, to draw her 
Frailties from their calm Abcde, to be the 
fport of his creative Fancy, thus to Expoſe - o_ 
a | her. 


. 
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her hard Sufferings, from which the Hu- 
manity of all paſt Times have Averted their 


Attention as from a Spectacle of Horror, 


as a fit object of Contempt and Deriſion is 

ſuch a flagrant Act of Barbarity and Im- 
piety, as Truth muſt Reprobate, Juſtice 
muſt Condemn, and Humanity muſt Exe- 
Crate. | 


Let it, then, be my hazardous but plea- 


fing Taſk to blunt the Shafts of his Male- 
'volence, by holding up the Shield of In- 
nocence to Ward againſt this cruel Blow, 
Let it not be ſaid that the Spirit of Chivalry 
was ſo totally Extinct, that not one Cham- 
pion could be found to vindicate the much 


Abuſed Reputation of a once amiable, and 


beauteous Dame Reſt, Reſt perturbed 
Spirit! Pity ſhall, ſtill, attend You, Ga- 
ther up your ſcatter'd mangled Remains, 


and, bedewing Them, moſt plenteouſly, 


once more, with her tributary, and con- 


ſoling Tears, ſhall Again reſtore Them to 


EST. © 
chat Peace, which, paſſeth all Nun Un- 


derſtandings, and which, I truſt, will be 
with You, and Remain with Lou for Ever. 
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